January 3, 2025

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives

Majority Leader Thune, SpeakerJohnson, Minority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader
Jeffries:

Congratulations on your swearing-in as Members of the 119th U.S. Congress. As you well
know, itis both a rare privilege and an extraordinary responsibility to represent and serve
the American people.

Americans went to the polls last November to hold policymakers accountable to delivering
better affordability for everyday needs like buying groceries, paying rent, and getting health
care. To that end, we write today on behalf of over 300 organizations in one united voice to
urge you to use your authority to protect, preserve, and strengthen Medicaid, a
foundational source of health and economic security for 80 million Americans, and a key
funding pillar for the hospitals, clinics, and health system on which we all rely.

The importance of Medicaid cannot be overstated. Medicaid provides insurance for 38
million children and covers more than 40 percent of all births in the country, allowing
mothers to deliver safely and children to have a healthy start to life. It is the single most
important source of financial support that keeps rural hospitals open to serve the health
needs of their communities. It ensures people with disabilities can access criticalhome
and community-based services and secure meaningful job opportunities. Itis the largest
payer of behavioral health services in the country, providing essential access to mental
health and substance use disorder care. And it helps working people stay healthy so they
can afford to feed their families and send their kids to school.

During the 2024 election cycle, cutting Medicaid was not a budget solution that American
families asked for— and doing so now would betray your constituents of all political
affiliations who are seeking more economic security, not less. Cutting Medicaid would shift
costs and administrative burdens onto working class families, states and health systems.
Proposals to cap funding, reduce the federal share of Medicaid spending, establish block



grants, institute work reporting and community engagement requirements, cut state
revenue from provider taxes or otherwise undermine the fundamental structure of the
Medicaid program all have the same effect. If instituted, Americans will lose access to
lifesaving services, states will be strapped with massive budget holes, hospitals and
clinics will lose revenues and be forced to cut staff and scale back services, and American
families and workers will be unable to afford essential care and get sicker — leading to a
loss in productivity and the economy suffering as a result.

If the 119th Congress is interested in lowering health costs, there are many well-vetted,
commonsense and bipartisan proposals to address inefficiencies and inflated prices and
eliminate waste from the health care system. We stand ready to work together on those
solutions that will provide relief to those struggling with health costs, but there is no
question that shredding the health care safety-net would have the opposite impacton
American families.

Older Americans and people with disabilities, people living in rural communities, pregnant
women, people with chronic illness, small business owners, and children and families
across the country are counting on you to stand by the promises you made to secure them
better health and financial security. You can deliver on those promises right now by
committing that you will protect and strengthen Medicaid.

In 2017, millions upon millions of Americans rose up against proposed cuts and caps and
made clear how much they valued Medicaid as a critical health and economic lifeline for
themselves, their families, and their communities. The American people are watching once
again, and we urge you to take this opportunity to choose a different path: one that secures
our country’s health and economy.

Thankyou foryour consideration and ongoing engagement.
Respectfully,
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